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Fig. 1   Was the church in Wiejkowo, Poland built on the top of the Danish Royal burial mound? Photo: Wikimedia Commons 

 

Harald Gormson 

Bluetooth – the 

Nordic Pharaoh? 
The great barrows still speak loud tones of 

Harald, son of Gorm. The massive stone midway 

between them gives in words and pictures the basic 

elements of the royal achievements performed by 

this Nordic Pharaoh.  

Lauritz Wibull 

Will the current discovery in Poland force us to 

reevaluate what we think about the Viking Age outside 

of nowadays Scandinavia? The death and possible burial 

site of the Danish king Harald Gormson Bluetooth till 

now was one of history’s most enduring mysteries. We 
live in an era in which the use of satellite technology is 

bringing astonishing results, though. The space-based 

reconnaissance allowed us to look at large swaths of 

landscape and find archaeological disturbances within 

the land, some as small as 12 inches (30.5 centimeters) 

long. In a discipline where discovery was traditionally 

confined to a two-meter-square excavation, 21st-

century technology satellite imagery this way helped to 

make a breakthrough discovery of a possible burial 

mound of Harald Bluetooth. The remote sensing tools 

have just exposed a large Viking Age burial mound in the 

village of Wiejkowo, 6 km east of the town of Wolin in 

Pomerania, Poland. 

Between the 960s and 1043 Wolin (at that time called 

Jomsborg) was a major Viking stronghold at the 

southern coast of the Baltic Sea, mentioned in the 

Jómsvíkinga saga. Jomsvikings were active in the 10th 

and the 11th century AD and were known for their iron 

discipline and their almost fanatic belief in the Norse 
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gods. The still standing Wiejkowo 19th century brick 

church (Fig. 1) was built on the ruins of an older 

medieval chapel. The recent discovery of supposedly  

Fig. 2 A pagan Viking Age bracelet and Christian gold disk – both 

were found in Harald’s chamber grave in a big burial mound in 
Wiejkowo, Poland in 1841.Photo: Left – Jim Lyngvild, Right: 

Wikimedia Commons 

Harald Bluetooth’s burial mound in Wiejkowo which is 

3m high and 33m in diameter, confirms earlier findings 

of Swedish archeologist Sven Rosborn. According to 

him, the skeletal remains of Harald Bluetooth were 

accidentally discovered in 1841 in Wiejkowo in a stone 

burial chamber 4-5 meters underneath the current 

building of the local church. Harald Bluetooth ruled as 

king of Denmark from c. 958 – c. 986 and at that time 

consolidated his rule over most of Zealand and Jutland. 

Fig. 3 The recent discovery of supposedly Harald Bluetooth’s burial 
mound in Wiejkowo which is 3m high and 33m in diameter. Source: 

Geoportal 

The Wiejkowo finds included a silver coin from Otto I's 

reign in the Holy Roman Empire c. 962-973, a bronze 

bracelet with a dash decoration covering the surface, 

another fragment of a similar bracelet, a small, stamped 

piece of gold, and so-called Curmsun Disk - a small 

round gold plate of a diameter of roughly 4.5 cm (1.8 in) 

and a weight of 25.23 g (0.890 oz.). On the obverse, the 

plate has a Latin inscription that reads: "+ARALD 

CVRMSVN+REX AD TANER+SCON+JVMN+CIV ALDIN+" 

and translates as: Harald Gormson king of Danes, 

Scania, Jomsborg (Jumne), diocese of Aldinburg.  

There’s no doubt that the golden Wiejkowo disc found 

in the tomb of Harald Bluetooth is an extraordinary find. 

However, we should remember, that it was a sole 

Christian object in this tomb among the dozens of 

extraordinary rich pagan grave gifts, typical for the 

Viking elite graves. Was this disc placed in this royal 

grave after Harald’s official pagan funeral? This 

fascinating hoard was initially found in 1841 during the 

construction of the new Wiejkowo church and was re-

discovered in Sweden by Sven Rosborn in autumn 2014. 

According to the 1945 account of Michal Sielski who at 

that time entered the Bluetooth’s grave, the floor of the 

grave chamber underneath Wiejkowo church was 

covered with a 1-foot-deep water layer. Considering the 
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level of the water table in this area, it may suggest that 

the burial chamber’s floor is about 4-5 meters below 

the current top of the Wiejkowo burial mound. Further 

research will show if the grave of Harald Bluetooth was 

originally situated in an elite Viking Age wooden 

chamber here. Taking the core samples of the mound 

will help us to find out how it was constructed, and what 

it was made of. Using of Ground-Penetrating Radar 

Imagery will help us to see what was inside of it.  

Combined with magnetometers, these technologies 

can create an image of what is under the ground — 

without excavation. Besides that, a large area around 

the mound should be examined using these tools (in 

Wiejkowo Palace Park there is an additional possible 

burial mound - Fig.9).   

In Denmark, till now about 60 Viking Age elite chamber 

graves were discovered.  They came into use in the late 

800s but were especially popular among the ruling elite 

in the 900s. Both men and women could be buried in 

such a wooden chamber, and both sexes often brought 

fine equipment with them to the grave.  

In Oseberg, Norway Brøgger concluded that the weight 

of the burial mound had caused the whole barrow to 

sink by up to 3.5 m. (Brøgger et al., 1917: 135) Fig. 4. 

The largest burial mound in Denmark was erected at 

Jelling by king Harald Bluetooth in 959, (over an existing 

Bronze Age burial mound) and buried in it the remains 

of his father - king Gorm the Old. 

Fig. 4 Simplified diagram illustrating the process of deformation 

under a mound if the water table is not breached (left) and breached 

(right). The arrows show the direction and force of movement. After: 

R.J.S. Cannell 

Under the early Jelling wooden church, a traditional 

Scandinavian tomb was built, where the remains of the 

deceased were found in a large burial chamber.  

Fig. 5  Gorm the Old (right) was buried by Bluetooth in Jelling in the 

largest Nordic style burial mound in Denmark. Later his skeletal 

remains were moved to a traditional Scandinavian oak burial 

chamber underneath the floor of the very first church (directly in 

front of the chancel arch). In this Viking Age chamber, several rich 

pagan grave gifts were found. Left – one the silver fittings from a 

belt lay close to Gorm’s skeletal remains in the grave. These fittings 

are adorned with 

animals and bird 

heads typical of the 

900s. The style is 

the same as on the 

goblet and the bird 

figures from the 

emptied grave in 

North Mound. The 

similarities are seen 

in the technique 

and the details in 

the decoration, 

among other things 

in the animal 

heads, which have 

a characteristic curl 

over the snout. 

National Museum 

Denmark. 

The Saga of Olaf 

Tryggvasson 

says that Harald 

was forcibly 

converted to 

Christianity 

alongside Jarl  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/european-journal-of-archaeology/article/ship-mounds-matter-the-referential-qualities-of-earthsourced-materials-in-viking-ship-mounds/66C3E580C41DFB85714FFB9C47BC3D15#ref16
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Rebecca%20J.S.%20Cannell&eventCode=SE-AU
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Haakon of Norway (c. 937-995) by Emperor Otto II (r. 

973-983), with the request to Christianize everyone, yet 

after a while, Harald began raiding again and 

performing pagan bloody sacrifices. Does it suggest that 

Harald might just have been politically motivated to 

convert in an attempt to prevent the German Emperor 

from occupying Denmark using Christianization as an 

excuse?  

 

Was the Church Built on Top 

of the Existing Harald’s 
Burial Mound in Wiejkowo?  

Wiejkowo Harald’s burial chamber is situated 4-5 

meters underneath the current Wiejkowo Church 

building. Seemingly Bluetooth didn’t want to be buried 
in church and that’s why he hasn't become a Christian 

saint (like some other rulers introducing Christianity in 

this part of Europe). Danish chronicler Svend Aggesen 

(born around 1140) explains that Harald renounced 

Christianity in his last days in Jumme/Wolin: In his exile, 

his son Svend nicknamed Forkbeard was taken as a king 

in his place. The belief in the Holy Trinity, as the father 

during his exile had rejected, he assumed with a sincere 

heart. 
Although Harald Bluetooth nominally introduced 

Christianity to Denmark, he was still deeply attached to 

ancient Scandinavian paganism which can explain why 

he wanted to be buried in a pagan burial mound. Svend 

Aggesen describes Jelling burial mounds in his history of 

Denmark (Brevis historia regum Dacie) this way: When 

that illustrious queen along with her husband, the king, 

[Gorm the Old] had finished her term of years, then their 

son Harald Bluetooth, who also inherited the crown, 

following his pagan ancestors' custom, ordered both 

parents buried in two identical twin mounds as proud  

 

monuments, close to the kings' dwelling in Jelling. The 

wood samples recovered from Gorm's burial mound at 

Jelling yielded a dendrochronology date of A.D. 958, 

which marks a terminus post quem for the death of king 

Gorm and Harald's succession. Adam of Bremen (before 

1050 – 12 October 1081/1085) the author of Gesta 

Hammaburgensis ecclesiae pontificum (Deeds of 

Bishops of the Hamburg Church), tells that Harald was 

brought wounded to Wolin (Jumme/Jomsborg) after 

the battle, he died there: 

Against expectations - the population was the pagans - 

they received him hospitably. However, he was 

weakened by his wounds, and a few days after he died. 

Sven Rosborn: Harald Bluetooth died in exile in northern 

Poland and his body was never carried to Roskilde 

Cathedral. It was the later Danish king Sven Estridsen, 

Harald's granddaughter's son, who probably told this 

untruth [about Harald’s burial in Roskilde] to the 

chronicler Adam of Bremen in the 1060s. In Norway, the 

Norwegian had king St. Olof, who died in 1030, was 

canonized and thousands of pilgrims made a 

pilgrimage, according to Adam, every year to his grave 

in Trondheim. Norwegians had in this way got a national 

saint who could highlight the country’s greatness. The 

same was needed for Denmark. What better way than 

that the Christian Harald Bluetooth suffered martyrdom 

in the fight against his son who was released as a 

pagan? 

Fig. 6 Map showing some of the Viking Age (c. 790-1100 CE) Baltic 

and North Sea trade routes that existed in North-West Europe during 

this time. Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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Fig. 7 Carved in wood Jelling style dragon head from Wolin, Poland. After: Stanisławski  

 

Fig. 8 Possible additional 

Viking Age burial mound i 

Wiejkowo Palace Park. 

Wikimedia Commons 
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Harald Bluetooth, Who Was 

Buried in a Pre-Christian 

Burial Mound Was Later 

post mortem  Canonized 

Around 1100? 

If the Wiejkowo burial mound was from the very 

beginning the official grave of Harald Bluetooth, the 

Catholic Church would probably have no obstacles to 

recognize this “first Christian ruler of Denmark” as a 

saint, as was at that time the case in other countries 

(Sweden, Norway, Russia, Bohemia/Czechia or 

Hungary). Adam of Bremen expresses his sympathy 

towards him, wishing, he would receive the crown of 

martyrdom. In this case, this mound near Wolin, 

dedicated to King Harald, who died for "holy faith", 

would become an important pilgrimage site. However, 

this hasn’t happened. Why? According to a theory in an 

article in the magazine Siden Saxo (published by Danish 

State Archives) written by Danish archivist Steffen 

Harpsøe, Wiejkowo disk may have been created by 

local priests around Jomsborg and Wiejkowo between 

1050-1125. There is a possibility that the missionaries 

in this area have canonized Harald Bluetooth and, 

made the Curmsun Disc a symbolic ornament of that 

act. S. Harpsøe sees a connection between the 

Curmsun Disc and Byzantine seals and coins where the 

inscriptions are made in horizontal lines and the form 

could be concave. In Scandinavia the burial mounds 

played a central role in religious beliefs. There was a 

belief, that Odin can call the dead out of the earth, or 

set himself beside the burial mounds; whence he was 

called the „ghost-sovereign”, and „lord of the 

mounds”. In the Old Norse religion of Bluetooth’s 

ancestors, a Viking who died with honor could bring 

with him to Valhalla “his worldly goods”: Viking Kings 
and earls were buried in burial mounds together with 

their weapons, armor, tools, and all kinds of valuables. 

In Scandinavia, the largest of the mounds were used by 

the rulers not only during religious ceremonies but also 

to serve courts and establish the law. In those days the 

conviction prevailed, that by making public sacrifices 

the ruler contributed to the increase in the prosperity 

of his subjects. 

 

Fig. 9 Polish-Danish prayers and ecumenical services were held in 

Wolin, Poland for the soul of Harald Bluetooth on the anniversary of 

his death in 2012. Source: wiara.pl 

The South Mound of Jelling was built by Bluetooth after 

the nominal “Christianization of Denmark” (it is 

measuring 10m in height and 70m in diameter). It did 

not contain any burials.  Dendrochronological dating 

shows that it was completed after 970, so was it 

presumably built not only for Gorm, but also for Harald 

who died in 986 or 987” Was Harald buried in a similar 

burial mound built for him in Wiejkowo instead? In the 

10th century Denmark mound-building was a newly 

revived custom, perceivably as an "appeal to old 

traditions in the face of Christian customs spreading 

from Denmark's southern neighbors, the Germans”. 

Similarly to Wiejkowo, some early churches in 
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Scandinavia were built on top of existing pagan grave 

mounds, for instance at Hørning in Jutland and at 

Forsby in Västergötland. In 1887 Hørning church 

underwent a major restoration, and at that time 

beneath the floor there were found the remains of the 

original Viking Age wooden church with a pagan-style 

chamber grave. It contained a woman’s skeletal 

remains who had received many exclusive grave goods 

with her in death. 

  

 

Did Bluetooth build burial 

mounds as “a conscious and 
ostentatious expression of 

the rejection of 

Christianity”? 

Michael H. Gelting writes about syncretistic 

acceptance of Christ as an addition to the Danish pagan 

pantheon in the times of Harald Bluetooth: 

Archaeological evidence of Christian cult or belief 

earlier than the late tenth century is virtually non-

existent. (…) The tenth century saw a recrudescence of 

rich pagan burials with burial mounds. In the richest 

graves, the dead person was buried in a subterranean 

wooden chamber; one of these, Bjerringhøj by 

Mammen in Jylland, has been dated 

dendrochronologically to 970–1, i.e. shortly after King 

Harald’s conversion. Some scholars assume that this 
type of grave, which has been found mainly in Jylland 

and Fyn, was a conscious and ostentatious expression 

of the rejection of Christianity; the type disappeared in 

the last decades of the tenth century. If Widukind of 

Corvey is to be trusted, the missionaries had achieved 

no more than a syncretistic acceptance of Christ as an 

addition to the Danish pagan pantheon in the times 

before Harald Bluetooth’s conversion c. 963”. 

(…) Danes participating in Viking raids on western 
Europe would have been subjected to missionary 

attempts in the regions upon which they inflicted their 

presence, particularly in connection with defeat or 

negotiated settlements. Several sources confirm, 

however, that baptism was considered by them as a 

pure formality, and without being followed up by the 

continuing presence and teaching of missionaries, the 

 Fig. 10 Forsby Church in Västergötland, Sweden was build on the 

top of an existing pre-Chritian burial mound. Photo: Wikimedia 

Commons 

Fig. 11 Wolin/Jomsborg and Wiejkowo I.W. Jaeger Topographic 

Map of Germany Containing a Part of the Duchy of Pomerania and 

Prussia in Swedish, ca. 1789, Public Domain  

effect on the religious beliefs and behaviour of the 

Vikings must have been minimal. There isa a decree 

from German Empress Theophanu (she was regent of 

Empire during the minority of their son, Emperor Otto  
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III, from 983 until her death in 991) that confirmed or 

reinstalled Harald Bluetooth on the throne could have 

been issued as Harald ought to be preferred over his 

son Sweyn in the Holy Roman Empire. Theophanu may 

have ordered bishop Egizo to manufacture the 

Curmsun Disc of Wiejkowo with help from her fellow 

citizens in Jumne/Wolin. Throughout Scandinavia, 

there are many remaining pagan tumuli (burial 

mounds) in honor of Viking chieftains and kings, in 

addition to runestones and other memorials.  

Fig. 12 Wiejkowo burial mound and Ostrowo Lake. Geoportal 

 

Fig.13 Borre burial mounds. After: Tonning Ch. Et al 

 

 

Sweden and Lindholm Høje and Jelling in Denmark. 

Some of the most notable of them are at the Borre 

mound cemetery in Norway, at Birka in grave offerings 

in accordance with his earthly status and profession, 

sometimes including sacrificed slaves. Afterwards, piles 

of stone and soil were usually laid on top of the remains 

in order to create a tumulus. The most common was to 

bury the departed with goods that denoted their social 

status.  

Sarah Parcak who has used satellite imagery to detect 

possible remains of a Norse / Viking presence at Point 

Rosee, Newfoundland is right when saying: “Any 
discovery in remote sensing rests on hundreds of hours 

of deep, deep study. Before looking at satellite imagery 

of a cemetery or a pyramid field, you have to already 

understand why something should be there.” 
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